Osteoprotegerin ligand: a common link between osteoclastogenesis, lymph node formation and lymphocyte development.
The TNF-family molecule osteoprotegerin ligand (OPGL; also known as TRANCE, RANKL or ODF) has been identified as the osteoclast differentiation factor and a regulator of T cell-dendritic cell interactions in the immune system. Surprisingly, the same molecule was identified as a crucial factor in early lymphocyte development and lymph node organogenesis. We will discuss the role of OPGL in bone remodelling and the immune system.